From: Jason McCandless <jmccandless@arlingtonva.us>
Date: May 4, 2012 12:59:25 PM EDT
To: Elizabeth Tuomey <elizabeth@clardytuomey.com>
Cc: Karen Grane <KGrane@cbclawoffice.com>, "Julia Ovando, Attorney at Law (julia@ovandolaw.com)" <julia@ovandolaw.com>
Subject: RE: OBrien hearing May 3

Liz,
I'm sorry, but my recorder is ancient and is not capable of upload. You are welcome to come and review the recording -- it's easier to hear if you have headphones. I did take notes from the recording and have included them below. I never filed a written motion. Karen and Julia are cc'd. -Jason
Testimony of Mr. McDermott:
ANSWER George Edward McDermott, Sr.
DOB 06/12/1945
ANSWERAddress: 143 N. Huron? Drive, Forest Heights, MD
ANSWER I have several websites. 
ANSWER I am responsible for secretjustice.com; 124 videos
I have 20 videos on Ashlie's story from middle of November to present
Last time time saw Ashlie was Sunday morning. I was in Montgomery Village. I guess in a house that she had.
Address: I don't have it with me.
How did you get there?: Drove out 270, got off on Montgomery Village Avenue, drove past the shopping center, made a lefthand turn, made a lefthand turn, I think I went 2 or 3 streets, and it was the last house on the righthand side or something like that. Looked like a Townhouse. Don't know whose home it is. 
ANSWER I got an emergency call at 6am from Ms. O'Brien saying that Ashlie had run away. She asked would I please come out and do a video deposition for her. She explained that the reason Ashlie ran away was because the other little girl that was in the house had run away the Monday before. And she was left in the house with 12 adults and 5 other children. She was very fearful of what might happen to her with that many adults. Her bedroom door had no lock on it. So I immediately agreed to come out. I drove by. Called Mr. Manship as a court reporter and asked him if he would do the deposition with me so that I could turn it in to the US Justice Dept under 18 USC 1511 and 1512 because of all the videos I have on this. I intended to get the video up that day but because my computer broke down I was unable to. I had to send it to Atlanta to have my person put it up down there. It's not been edited. Nothing's been done to it. Lasts 1 hr 33 mins. Mr. Manship, Ms. O'Brien, Ashlie, and myself in the video.
Mr. Manship not acting as a court reporter in that video, is he?:

ANSWER No, he's acting as a chaplain.
How so?

ANSWER He's a recognized prison chaplain. I recognize he's got those credentials. He showed me a card so I have to take that as being the truth.
I think we left there about 2:30, 3:00. One of the reasons I went out is, I said, listen, if I go out here, once we get finished, I want us to go straight to the Montgomery County magistrate's office and make this a record that she is with you and she's alright. She got kind of scared and said I really can't do that; give me until tomorrow until I can get in touch with an atty. Apparently she is dealing with a retired judge she sent a certified registered letter to. The last I saw her, she was going down the street to an LDS church to speak with her pastor. She drove one way, and I drove another way.
Last time you spoke to Ms. O'Brien by phone or email?

ANSWER I think I sent a message yesterday asking what the status was via email. (secretjusticepr@yahoo.com) That's that only email address I have used to communicate with Ms. O'Brien or Mr. Manship.
What's Mr. Manship's phone number?

ANSWER  Something 1776. 703 675 . . . I'm really bad at numbers. Not a cell phone number. It's more like an answering machine. You can never get him.Cell phone?:

ANSWER  Last I talked to him, his cell phone was broken and he was working off of Skype on his computer.
Just dropped Manship off at US Capitol on the way over here. He's going to a function as George Washington. I dropped him off at the West Lawn of the Capitol, and he was going to the House Office Building. He said his cell phone was no good, battery's gone, and he's using Skype.
Know about recording that Manship put on FB page re conversation with FFX detective?:

ANSWER  No, I hate FB, I don't go it. But I do know Dick Wolfley? of Channel 125. He apparently forwarded it to him in Atlanta and Dick sent it to me. I saw the first maybe minute of it. I only watched it for a minute.
Have you heard the recording of the conversation with the detective?

ANSWER  No.I don't use Manship's cell phone. 
He doesn't use yours?:

ANSWER If we're out somewhere and he can't get something, he might make a phone call, but nothing other than that.
Has Manship used your cell phone since Friday?:

ANSWER  He may have. I may have given it to him once or twice because his phone has not been working.
When did you allow him to use your phone? I don't know.
Mr. Jeffrey Baron -- also another victim -- he's had the use of one of my cell phones for a month now. My number is 301-996-9577. I don't know what the other number is. Jeffrey Baron lives in my office in Clinton, Maryland right now. 7801 Old Branch Avenue, Clinton, MD 401.
Did you speak to anyone about Ashlie last Friday?:

ANSWER No. First time I heard about Ashlie was phone call between 6:00 and 6:15 and I'm sleeping in the bed.
Where did Ms. O'Brien say that she was going to be living?:

ANSWER She didn't.

If you wanted to reach her right now, how would you do so?:

ANSWER  I can't. I've tried. I've tried calling her. She gave me two cell phone numbers. I tried calling her.
What are the numbers?:

ANSWER They're in a book in my car. I left everything in my car.
How would you get in touch with Mr. Manship?:

ANSWER  Impossible. 
Have you have any contact whatsoever with Patricia Tackett since on or after last Friday?:

ANSWER  I haven't had contact with Patricia Tackett in probably a month.
Where does Mr. Manship live?:

ANSWER Unfortunately, he has stayed at my house, my office, in Richmond, he's all over. 
Where did Mr. Manship stay last night?:

ANSWER At my office on a mattress on the floor.
Where did you pick him up from before you took him to the Capitol today?:

ANSWER  At the office.
Last 7 days, where has he been staying?:

 about it. I ANSWER Same place.
Does he have a desktop computer or a laptop?

ANSWER  Everything on a laptop. Has air card to access internet.
Have you received any contacts from law enforcement about this case since Friday?

ANSWER  No, but I have contacted Montgomery County police, FFX County police, Channel 9, reporter with Washington Post, trying to spread the message to as many media sources as possible. The "truth" of what's going on in this case.
Do you have any information, whether from your own experience or from hearing from someone else, on how Ashlie got from FFX to Montgomery County?:

ANSWER I have no idea. If you look at the video, it was said right at the beginning, we can't talk about those things. Ms. O'Brien said that. 
What was the reason for that?:

ANSWER  I have no idea. I am there as a reporter to make a video record of evidence that this court and every other court needs. 
You have NO information about how Ashlie got from FFX to Maryland?:

ANSWER All I can say is she said on the video that she got out of a cab and she threw some books in the bushes and she ran. That's the last I can possibly say.
Mr. Manship did not tell you about the circumstances?:

ANSWER No, he didn't even know that she had run away when I called him at 6:30 in the morning. He was shocked.
Are you aware that he made two phone calls to Ashlie's phone shortly before she went missing?:

ANSWER There's a phone that Ashlie had -- Ashlie's mother has -- that "answers Ashlie."
Know anything about Ashlie being enrolled in school?:

ANSWER Mr. Manship said yesterday and said again this morning that Delores had taken his advice and she was enrolled in a Christian school.
That was on the advice of Mr. Manship?

ANSWER Yes. 
What school?:

ANSWER I have no idea. That's the extent of what he told me. Don't know where the school is.
Again, you have no idea who lives in the residence where the deposition occurred?: We went in one room and I was told that other people lived . . . that this was someone else's house and we were using it . . . there were 3 or 4 different tenants. I don't know if it was a friend's or neighbor's house.
Does Mr. Manship have any belongings at your office right now?:

ANSWER Yes. You want to come over and see, I'll gladly show you.
Does Mr. Manship still have a vehicle?:

ANSWER Yes, it's broken down in the parking lot of my office building. It's a black Mazda with a black camper on top of it. 
So he relies on you for transportation?:

ANSWER Right now, I am the bus for everybody (Jean Michott?, Jeff Baron, I'm the advocate helper who tries to help people)
How does Ms. O'Brien get around?:

ANSWER She has an older model Chevrolet, it's not a pickup, it's not van, it's like an old ranch wagon, probably 1990's, '89, '90 vehicle
Last time you heard from Ashlie's sister?:

ANSWER Last time I saw her was when the court locked her up falsely for trying to defend her sister from being attacked. 
Are you talking about the preliminary hearing for assault/battery on police officer?:

ANSWERIt wasn't a preliminary hearing. It was a railroad job.
[Judge asks] are you aware that Ashlie is in the legal custody of Arlington DHS and that's why she's in foster care?: Well, technically she is.
[Judge asks] are you aware that as a matter of law, a judge of this court has entered an order placing the child in the legal custody of Arlington social services, that legally that is her custodian until the litigation in June?: Well, ANSWER I'm fully aware. But I've also seen the legal document from Montgomery County that says that she is the legal guardian.
[Judge asks] do you understand that the Arlington order trumps that?:

ANSWER That is on appeal.

 [Judge says no it's not]

 [Judge asks] do you understand that there is no-contact order?

 ANSWER would say under normal circumstances, yes, she should not have any contact with her, and I don't think under normal circumstances she would.
[Judge asks] do you understand that I myself entered the no-contact order?: I was here when you said it. 
[Judge asks] did you all tell Ms. O'Brien that she was putting herself in legal jeopardy?:

 ANSWER told her that I thought that it was in the best interest of her and the child to go to the magistrate with me and Mr. Manship and make a declaration and ask for an emergency hearing. She had the custody order in Maryland. For some reason, she refused to do it.
Jason McCandless
Assistant County Attorney
Counsel for DHS / Child & Family Services Division
2100 Clarendon Boulevard #403
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: (703) 228-3045
Fax: (703) 228-7106
Cell: (571) 329-4817
jmccandless@arlingtonva.us
